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September 2011 

 
 Date Line: Sturbridge Host Hotel and Conference 
Center Sturbridge, MA 
 

Our 6th Annual Northeast Regional took place 
August 19-20. Despite hurdles along the way, 
obstacles to overcome, a shaky economy, and high 
gas prices the show took place and what a show it 
was. We had a gathering from near and far of 
dazzling Chevelles and El Caminos along with a 
group of people who were fun and exciting to be 
with. The planning for this event started back in 
January and the task at hand was seen through to 
August and we just did it. 
 

We still had some stumbling blocks but also 
the advantage of a base from 5 previous Regional’s 
which was to our advantage. The date of 8/19-208/28 
was available and it was decided it would be a good 
date and hopefully and optimistically the weather and 
response would be on our side.  

 
The wheels were put into motion to get the 

ideas off the drawing board and into action. The 
sleeves were rolled up and the push for Regional 
2011 was about to begin. Sponsors and participants 
needed to be made aware as well as spreading the 
word about the Regional. The first wave started in 
early March and a continuous effort and drive 
continued with many,many phone calls, discussions, 
and coordinated efforts. We were off and   running 
and hardly not a day went by without something 
being done for it. 

As we progressed, it was quite obvious that 
our work was cut out for us to make this a show not 
only a success but a pleasant and enjoyable 
experience for everyone attending. Our attitude 
remained positive and contributions of commitments 
and ideas, along with some $$$$, put us on a definite 
track to having yet another good Regional.   
 

The reality really hit us during the spring and 
summer months knowing that the Regional was in 
sight and a really strong drive of getting the word out 
with flyers and coverage was in order and done. 
There was a lot of footwork to cover a lot of ground. 

 
Well, after a lot of months of hard and 

dedicated work and anticipation August 2011 was 
here. Needless to say, I was still as nervous as a long 
tail cat in a room full of rocking chairs and we were 
at the point of no return. We just gotta make it 
happen and happen in good fashion because the 
Regional has become a New England thing. 

 
We managed to get all the wares to those in 

charge for registration, raffle table, give aways and 
goodie bags. A hats off to John Chionchio, Jack 
Pingeton,Nichole Zacek, Karen Charron and Ray 
Lavigne for handling those tasks.In addition a special 
thanks to Rick Lilly for all the printing and Rick and 
Debbie Smith along with Steve Sidlo for their 
continued support throughout. The task of doing 
Regional 6, 2011 was here and it was time to make it 
happen and happen in a big way.  

 
The weather was being watched with intensity 

and it was not looking good for sure so needless to 
say I was a bit on edge. The saving factor was that 
this is New England and the weather and forecasts 
are subject o change. I think the forecasts scared off 
some because of the lingering memories of the 
Tornado that went through the area a few months 
ago. All we could do was just wait and see. 

 On Wednesday I checked on the weather 
more and made a trip to the hotel to drop stuff off and 
to see if everything was in place for us. They were 
ready and so were we. The green light was on and it 
was looking good. I checked into the Hotel on 
Thursday, the weather was still dubious but I felt 
optimistic that it would be favorable. After a relaxed 
night, Friday morning rolled around and I was up 
before breakfast, hit the ground running looked at the 
weather and it was Wow, time to get it on.  
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Camp Travis was set up early and show time 

was starting to unfold. 

 
 
 

Friday’s weather was quite nice and very 
conducive for getting in the mood for a show. It was 
time to get it all set up and a very noticeable number 
of cars were arriving on the scene. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John and Jack were getting busy at registration. 

  
 
 
 

The show was under way and our traditional 
Ice Cream Cruise, which can be seen on You Tube at 
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of classic Chevelles and El Camino certainly caught 
the attention of onlookers while they “Cruised” along 
to the Ice Cream stand in Holland MA. It was a sight.  

       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After the Ice Cream run it was back to the hotel for a 
social gathering Friendships were renewed and new 
ones made. One of the highlights of the evening was 
the entertainment provided by Ron Bianco.He got us 
into it with his tunes and musical instruments for 
audience participation and participate we did. A 
command performance was done by “The Awesome 
Three” Amanda, Rose and Kim and it can seen on 
You Tube at : 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XFuiW7hHh8A 
 

Heidi Cambria showed us how to properly use 
a wash board and Rick Smith and Travis Green 
exhibited their Karaoke skills , hope no one stepped 
on Travis’s “ Blue Suede Shoes” It was one fun night 
for sure. It was a fun night for sure but ZZZ’s were in 
order to get ready for a big day on the horizon. 

 
    The “Awesome Three”          Rick with Karaoke            

 Helen shakes a mean Maraca            Travis got confused with what to 
beat                                                                  use the stick for 
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 The “Jersey Boys” at play.     A new meaning to “Beat It” 

      “Bubbles” filled the air along with the laughter 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I was up bright and early Saturday AM (well 

at least early) and yes my first thought was to see if 
the good weather was holding. To my delight, it was 
and I braced myself because we were in for one busy 
and fantastic day. The cars starting arriving and in a 
steady stream of glistening Chevelles and El 
Caminos. Everywhere you looked it was like “wow” 
The parking lot was filling up and we were on our 
way for a show that we dream about. Regional 6 was 
underway for sure and to everyone’s delight. 

 
                        The Cars 

                       Born In The U.S.A. and proud to show it 

 
 
 
 
 
          
           
 
             They came together in pairs 

 

 
 
 
 

 
They came from near              and far (650 Miles driven) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
               We had quite a variety from  
 
Mild                          to                    Wild  

 
  
 
   
                                                   
   
 

     
 
                                             
 

 
 
 
 

Some in a “Class” Of Their Own 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Others that left doubt that you really                 
couldn’t believe the fender emblem 
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Some with a “personal” touch. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
        And everything in between 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The engines were amazing and so clean you 

could eat off them (but it wasn’t permitted cause you 
would get crumbs on them). There was some serious 
HP out in the field for sure. 

 

Unique and interesting plates added to the atmosphere. 
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And of course one of the most important 
elements which I was told more than once “this is 
what it’s all about”……….the People. We are one 
special group for sure. For those who understand 
there is no explaining needed, for those who don’t no 
explaining in the world would do any good. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
After a brief judges meeting on Saturday AM 

the task of judging the cars was underway. The 
judging team did a superb job on judging all the cars. 
It was a tough and tiring job but they got it done in 
good order and on a timely basis. It was nonstop for 
them and the tallying team inside as well. I can’t 
thank them enough for the superb job done 

 
 At noon we paused to listen to a beautiful 

rendition of our National 
Anthem. To our 
delight a flag waver 
was proudly 
showing our colors 
and lent a special 
credence to the moment. 

 
   Following our National Anthem was our  

“Chevelle Anthem” to honor our troops. There was a 
lot of HP in the show field and their “voices” were 
heard .We sent a message that was loud and clear. 
Thanks for making it happen. Here’s the link to see 
and hear it.  

Http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xJZ-LAsW9LQ 
    

   The fun continued with everyone enjoying the cars, 
the commorardarie, sun shine, the tunes,give aways, 
and just a GR8 Saturday afternoon. The time was 
drawing near for the raffle prizes and yes the trophy 
awards. 

The raffle prizes were drawn and there were many 
happy recipients for the variety of prizes that were 
available. Karen Charron and Nichole Zacek  did an 
outstanding job at the raffle table and made a super 
mother and daughter team. Thank you ladies. 

After that came the trophy awards. We had a first this 
year, the “ Powder Puffs”. Deserving the recognition 
was Carol Vadenais, proud owner of a ’67 El Camino 
from Bellingham MA and Rose DelVecchio, proud 
owner of a ‘68 Chevelle Malibu from Cicero NY. 

Following that were the Club Participation Awards to 
the Clubs being represented. The Best Paint,Best 
Engine, Best Interior, trailored and driven distance 
for Chevelle and El Camino were presented followed 
by awards by year/class for Chevelle and El Camino . 
There were 90 + awards presented to many happy 
recipients.   
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The awards went well and there was more in store 
with our Saturday night celebration dinner at the 
Hotel. This was yet another opportunity for more 
socializing, unwind a bit, kick back, recap the event, 
good food, good company and a GR 8 way to top off 
the event.  

We all freshened up a bit and met up in a quaint 
banquet room with a really nice atmoshphere. We 
enjoyed a sit down dinner mixed with a lot of fun talk 
as only “Motor Heads” can do when we get together. 
I think that everyone who attended agreed that we 
had a super good time.  After dinner the fun carried 
itself out to the parking lot for some bench racing and 
more  hospitality. It was a relaxing night for sure and 
a perfect ending to a couple of good days. It didn’t 
take too much imagination to figure out that this 
should be done again and I could not agree more. 
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This was a combined and concerted effort 
from a lot of people and especially the members of 
the New England Chevelle and El Camino 
Association. The “Stars” of the show were the 
participants who represented their States  and Clubs 
from MA, CT, RI, VT.NY, NH, MD, NJ and Canada. 
Quite a compliment to us and all the Chevelle and El 
Camino enthusiasts. 

 
         “Thank You”  

 WE DID IT and I am very proud of what was accomplished.  

A big THANK YOU  and appreciation to everyone 
and in most  particular to: 
 
Ray Lavigne 
Nichole Zacek 
Karen Charron 
Rick and Debbie Smith 
Jim and Mary  Caswell                                        
Alan and Dottie Rother 
Nick Livadas 
Jim and Julie Paton                           
John Guravage 
Ric and Helen Lilly       
Steve and Elaine Sidlo  
Steve Demers 
Ken Fisher Sr. 
Ken Fisher Jr, 
Ben Goodman 
Paul Morgan 
Chris Corwel 
Norma Hanson 
Carol Vadenais 
Peter DiMascola 
Will Fleming 
Jim Mauro 
Rick Crane 
John Chionchio 
Steve Demers 
Jack Pingeton 
Ted Karbowski 
Doris Densmore 
Entertainer Ron Bianco 
“Friday Night Cruisin DJ” Paul Morin 
Brian Corbett 
The Sturbridge Host Hotel/ Conference Center 
All our Sponsors and Supporters 
 
The STARS of the Show: The Chevelles and El 
Caminos brought by their very proud, out to have 
a good time,good folks………Thank  You 

The Men and Women in our Armed Forces who 
protect our right to freedom and liberty. God Bless 
the USA 
 

My sincere thanks to each and everyone one of 
you for a job well done 

Your Prez! 
 

 
 
 
 

Jim Goodwin 
 

Note: For pics of show go to: 
 
www.chev-el.com  
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Also, I have put together  2 CD’s on the show. One has about 275 pics 
and 3 video clips. The other does not have as many pics but is a slide 
show with music background.  If you are interested in having either one 
or both , please contact me with an address to send to and I will be 
happy to do it.  A $3.00 contribution would be appreciated to cover the 
expenses…………..Thanks !.   

 


